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DUST STORM IMPAC

Dust cloud blankets northern

CHOKING Dust, thunder storms leave 15 dead, 28 injured in UP; weather dept says conditions to prevail for 3-4 days

NEW DELHULUCKNOW/CHANDIGARH: A
cloud of dust hung over vast
swathes of north Indian plains for
the third day in a row on Thurs-
day, spiking thealr pollution lev-
elsand promptingauthoritiesto
suspend civil construction works
in Delhi and Haryana. It also
affected flight services at the
Chandigarhairport.

In Uttar Pradesh, dust and
thupder storms hit various parts,
leaving 15 people dead and 28
injured since Wednesday.
According to the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB)data,
the air quality deteriorated
because of dust storms in western
Indla, particularly Rajasthan,

“Fifteen people were killed in
dust storm (since Wednesday).
Six died in Sitapur, three each
in Gonda and Kaushambi and
oneeach in Faizabad, Hardol and
Chitrakoot,” spokesperson of
the Uttar Pradesh government
sald, Besides, 17 people were
injured in Sitapurand 11 in Faiza-
bad, hesald.

Weather department officials
in Delhi sald dusty conditions are
likely to prevall for another 3-4
daysand advised people toavoid
stayingoutdoors for long hours.

Low visibility led to cancella-
tion of all flights to and from
Chandigarh International Air-
port. “Noflight landed or took off
from Chandigarh (airport)until
Thursday afterncon due to bad
weather," anofficial ofthe Chan-
digarh International Airport
Limited said.

The Haryana State Pollution
Control Board (HSPCB) has
issued an advisory that no con-
struction activities, hot mix
plants and stone crushers to be
operated for the next two days.
“Delhiand NCR areas and other
parts ofHaryana have been expe-
riencing a severe alr pollution
duetodust storm withthePM 2.3
valuecrossingeven 500g/m3sand
considerably higher PM10 val-

ues,” stated the HSPCB advisary.

plains, flight services crippled

“Avellofdust spread over the
plains of Uttarakhand for the sec-
ond consecutive day today
(Thursday), reducing the harsh-
ness of the sun but adding to
humidity levels.

Strong winds blowing from
Rajasthan and Punjab have
brought with them both dustand

moisture, affectingmost of north
India, including Uttarakhand
and western Uttar Pradesh,” MeT
office director Vikram Singh said
in Dehradun.

The Uttar Pradesh governm-
ent has girected district magis-
trates of affected areas toensure
proper treatment of those injured
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a dust storm, from Gomti Nagar, Uttar Pradesh, on Thursday
afternoon. Thahaﬂsmobwndbyapalofhaninf»hm
Himachal Pradash. ﬂwmuinfﬂikumstandsmﬂuhmkdmpnfa

vell of dust in Rajasthan.

and distribute relief cheques wit-
hin 24 hours, The Met depart-
ment has issued warnings of
thunderstorm accompanied with
squall, duststormand rainat iso-
lated places over east Uttar Pra-
desh.

A pall of haze obscured the
landscape in hills of Himachal

DEEPAK BUPTA/HT; DEEPAK SANSTA/HT: PTI

due to dust storm in adjoining
plains, but sharp showersin the
evening cleared the mist in

Shimla and adjoiningareas.
The local Met office has
warned of thunderstorm and
squall with gusty winds in mid
and lower hillsfrom June 15t017.
(With agency inputs)
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Clean air gone with the wind

The entire northem India is covered by an unusual haze
caused by dusty winds from the westem parts of the country

CAUSE FOR DUST

Strong westerfy winds with a
speed of 40-50 km per hour, is
bringing in dust from across the
western parts of india that have
been witnessing extreme “dry”
conditions. The winds have been
blowing sustainably since
Tuesday, accumulating the dust.

WHY THE SPURT

There has been intense heat and
dearth of molisture in the
north-western parts of India,
making the soil dry. The westerly
winds blowing close to the
surface pick up ground dust and
also bring in other ultrafine
particles from construction sites,
industrial areas and vehicles.

NO MONSOON IMPACT

The phenomenon won't affect
the onset of monsoon or
pre-monsoon showers, say met
department officials. Once the
monsoon current picks up speed,
will push the
westerly winds away. Reliefls -
expected around June T7

YEXT: JOYDEEP THAKUR

Changes show air pollution
IS not just a winter problem

ASSOCIATE EDITDH

The unusually high concentra-
tion of particulate matter in the
last few days in North India
clearly shows that air pollutionis
notaseasonal problemanymore.
As the climate gets warmer and
frequency ofrainsreduces, such
spurtsincoarse particles making
breathingdifficult willbecomea
new normal, unless governments
wakeuptothealarm.

The Intergovernmental Panel

on Climate Change's latest ass- .

essmentsaysthat planetcanbear
onlyuptoal.5to2degrees Celsi-
usincrease in temperaturefrom
the pre-industrial eralevels. The
world had already wa- rmed by
0.9degrees Celsius till 2015and at
the present pace of emissions, cli-
matescientistssay, theIPCC ma-
rk will get breached latest by 2050.

The Indian Institute of Tropi-

cal Meteorology has said that -

both the periodicity and duration
of dry spells in the country were
rising asthe total rainfallevents
in a year had fallen even though
theaveragerainfallinayearhas
notchanged much, adirect conse-
quence of climate change, The
annual average rainfall has
remained the same because the
frequency of heavy downpours
(forexample, the June 2013 flash
floods in Uttarakhand) has
increased in the pasttwodecades.
During dry spells, the earth
gets heated up and moisture in
the atmosphere dips, creating
depressions that pull winds from
the oceans. As there is less rain
and the green barriers in and
around cities have béen
destroyed, thewindslift dust and
local emissions, causing a spurt
inairpollution. Suchevents have
been higher in 2018 -- a year of
freaky weather that withessed
three killer thunderstorms in
May before thisdust-laden west-
erly - because the average rain-

fall since Novemnber 2017has been
about 60% below normal.

The impact could have been
substantially reduced had gov-
ernments — the states and the
Centre—made air pollutionmiti-
gation a round-the-clock exer-
cise, and not restricted it to win-
ter months, when the pollution is
high. As a result, most of North
Indiais covered underaveil of du-
st haze with air pollution worse
than that in the winter months.

Blaming only weather condi-
tions would be a colossal mistake.

It is a man-made catastrophe
thatimpacts healthofoneandall,
as halfofthe air pollution spurtis
caused by local dust in the
absence of properroadsideland-
scaping and emissions from
industry and vehicles. In the com-
ing years, we can prevent such
events by ensuring that every

" city implements the Centre’s
+ dust- -management plan, thereare

restrictions on registration of
new fuel-guzzling vehicles, and
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