More fog and smog in
coming days, says Met

HEALTH HAZARD Light rain reported from some parts of the
Capital, Met department predicts foggier days from Saturday
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MEW DELHI: Traces of rain were
reported in some parts of the
city on Tuesday even as the Met
department forecasts more foggy
days from Saturday onwards.
“Traces of rainfall occurred
in some parts of the city even
as the minimum temperature
settled at 13.8 degrees Celsius,
four notches above normal. The
maximum was recorded at 26.2
degrees, a notch above the sea-

son's average, while humidity -

in air oscillated between 51 and
100 per cent,” a Met official said,

The weatherman has also pre-
dicted partially overcast condi-
tions on Wednesday:

“The skies will be partly
cloudy. Shallow to moderate
fog would oceur at a few places
the official said, while ruling out
the possibility of any rainfall.

Theminimim and maximuom
tomarrow are expected to hover
at 13 and 26 respectively

While the minimum on
Monday was recorded at 14
degrees, the maximuom was at
268 degrees.

Tuesday, too, was afoggy day
with the air guality of the city
largely falling in the “very poor™
category System of Adr Guality
and Weather Forecasting
and Research (SAFAR) moni-
oring stations, located across
the city in-areas such as Delhi
University, Dhirpur, Mathura
Road, Pusa Road had AQT of PM
2 5 and PM 10 above 300 and 200,
eapectively

Fopgy days eould be bad news
or those suffering from breath-
ng problems sines the high con-
entration of particulate matter
n the Capital's air will ensure
1EAVY SMOE cover over the city
JeThi has been witnessing smog
or the past couple of days and
part from plumimeting air qual-
ty, the city has been reporting
ow visibility levels,
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= Smog poses a major health challenge in Dalhi.
DANGEROUS PARTICLES

Several areas reported high concentration of particulates
I PM2.5 = Standard limit (60mpemn)

B PM10 — Standard limit (100mpom)
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How Delhi fared on PM10 levels against other cities
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According to IMD Director
B P Yaday, low visibility condi-
tions are likely to persist over
the next few davs. The visibility
on Tuesday was at 1500 metres
at the maximim and minimum
200 metres.

The phenomenon of smog,
a harmful mixture of smoke
and fog, experts say, is a play of
multiple factors including high
moisture levals, vehicular and
industrial emissions and lack

of wind movement

“During winters, the cool
winds trap pollutants in the air
close to the earth. It is an issue
Delhi has been experiencing,
It requires preparedness and
progressive action to fight
these pollutants,” Anumita
Ro: executive diree-
tor for research and advocacy
at the Centre for Science and
Enviranment (CSE), told news
ageney LANS. i

& Children walk to school on a smoggy morning in New Delhi on Monday.

Smog won't lift, Capi

'S air

remains at ‘very poor’ levels

NEW DELHI: As Beijing choked
under Its thickest blanket of
smog this year on Tuesday,
things Iooked up for the Indian
capital with the amount of air-
borne particles and the density

of smog both taking a dip.

While the air guality index
touched the 500-mark, the high-
est for all monitoring stations
in Beijing, it oscillated between
300 and 400 in Delhi after having
touched 408 on Monday.

The Central Pollution Control
Board defines an air quality index
reading of 0-30 as “good”, 51-100
as “satisfactory™, 301400 as "very
poor” and 401500 as “severe”,

Thelevel of PM 25 in Beijing's
air reportedly crossed 600 on
Monday However, gusty winds
that blew across the Chinese
capital later on Tuesday cleared
the sky dramatically and led to

better air quality
According to real fime data
from the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee’s monitoring stations,
at 7.10pm on Tuesday the level of
fine pollution particles (PM2.5) was
258 meg/cubic m at Anand Vibar,
one of the most polluted spots of
the city, 1698t Mandir Marg, 1934t
Pumdabi Bagh and 243t BE Poram.
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