Sun and wind clear the air, but only a bit

POLLUTION DOWN, BUT STILL BAD

Delhi air has become cleaner in recent days...
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~but it's still worse than last year on monthly average...
| RKPuram  MandirMarg = Punjabi Bagh

Nov iﬂl# 248 220 254
Dec 2014 228 27
Mov 2015 HA 222 281
Dec 2015* 267 NA 250

FTil Jan 15; figures show PM 2.5 concentralion. Source: DRCC/AMAQUGreenpeste India

..the few good days could be due to high wind speed
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Favourable Weather, Lower Truck Traffic Help

Tises News NETWORK

New Delhi: Almost coinci-
dingwiththeSupremeCourt’s
landmark verdict on dealing
with air pollution in Delhi, the
skies in the city cleared up
making way for a sunny
Wednesday Very unusual for
the city during the winter, air
pollution levels have been fall-
ing since December T—ac-
cording to both national air
quality index (NMAQDH moni-
tored by Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) and the
earth sciences ministry

Although a Greenpeace
report based on the NAQI
data iIndicated at higher
monthly averages for Movem-
ber and December than 2014,
the sudden improvement in
the air quality this month is
being felt by everyone. Several
people even said they felt re-
lieved and actually enjoyed be-
ing outdoors.

Delhi Pollution Control
Committee’s realtime air
quality monitoring  on
Wednesday revealed that be-
tween 10am and 7.30pm, the
PM2.5 levels ranged between
150 microgrammes per cubic
metresand 39 micrograms per
cubic metres. Even at Punjabi

Bagh, the levels were between
196 and 70. At RK Puram, the
lowest recorded was about 56
microgrammes per cubic
metres around 230pm. The
good news is that similar con-
ditions are likely to persist for
three more days followed by a
western disturbance, accord-
ing to India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

Experts gave two explana-
tions for this sudden improve-
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ment. Guiran Beig, praject di-
rector; System of Air Quality
and Weather Forecasting and
Research (SAFAR) under
MoES, felt that there was are-
duction in some emission
sources, “T don't think the lev-
els have fallen becanse of me-
teorological conditions. The
reduction in truck numbers
may have had an impact
There may have also been a re-
duction in wvehicle numbers
possibly due to the air pollu-
tion campaign. When temper-
atures are so low, the air quali-
tv doesn't improve like this”
hesaid.

According to  Anumita
Roychowdhury, head of Cen-
tre for Science and Environ-

ment’s clean air campaign, if
there is a 30% reduction in the
truck traffic after the imposi-
tion of the environment com-
pensation charge (ECC) by the
Supreme Court, itwill havean
impact on air quality—even if
very minor “Trucks contrib-
ute to 30% of particulate mat-
ter (PM) emissions from the
transport sector They are a
big contributor to Delhi's air
pollution problem. But I am
sure favourable weather also
hasaroletoplay"”

The very chilly weather
may have acted as a catalyst in
bringing down the particulate
matter pollution, sugeested
B P Yadav, director; IMD. “Par-
ticles don't remain suspended
if it's very cold, so there is
lpss fop, They convert into
dew and settle on the ground
surface. Also, earlier the
winds were easterly which
were light and stable but now
the winds are from the north-
westerlydirectionandareabit
stronger: The winds may be
helping in dispersing the pol-
Jutants. You have to also re-
member that Delhi has started
recording minimum temper-
atures of 5toGdegrees Celsius
which aids in dew formation,”
Yadav explained.

No leeway for construction industry
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New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt on Wednesday brought
the recession-hit construc-
tion industry in the National
Capital Region (NCR) under
the pollution scanner by di-
recting central and state pol-
lution control boardstostrict-
Iy enforee anti-dust norms at
construction sites with im-
mediate effect.

The NCR, spread as far as
Jind and Karnal districts of
Haryana and Muzaffarnagar
district of Uttar Pradesh, ac-
counts for a substantial share
in the real estate activities of
the country’s Rs 248 lakh ero-
re construction industry, the
second largest contributor to
the GDP after agriculiure,

Amicuscuriae Harish Sal-
ve, advocate Aparajita Singh
and environmental activist
Sunita Narain, along with se-
nior advocate K K Venugopal
who had appeared for three
toddlers who moved the court

for curbing pollution, had ac-
cused the construction in-
dustry of not following anti-
pollution norms and causing
dust pollution.

They gquoted independent
sources to allege that the
construction industry was a
major source of pollution, re-
sponsible for avound 4% of
particulate emissions, more
water pollution incidents
than any other industry, and
thousands of noise compla-
ints every year.

Abencheomprizing Chief
Justice T 8 Thakur and Justi-
ces A K Sikriand B Banumat-
hi said, “Tt was argued by
counsel for parties that one
of the major contributors to
the current pollution levels
is the construction activities
goingon in the National Capi-
tal Region.”

The counsel had argued
that the Centreand states con-
cerned — Delhi, UP, Harvana
and Rajasthan - must be di-
rected to take steps to ensure
that those engaged in const-

What do you think of the Supreme Court ban on
new diesel SUVs and luxury cars with engines
above 2000cc in Defhi?
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ruction activities followed
Central Pollution Control Bo-
ard's (CPCB) norms to pre-
vent further rise in pollution
levals.

The bench said, “We see
no reason to decline a direc-
tion to that effect. CPCB
norms regarding prevention
of pollution by putting curta-
insand other devicesat const-
ruction sites must be strictly
enforced by enforcement

agencies mnoemed We d_1
rectaccordingly”

According to Construc-
tion Industry Development
Council (CIDC), India’s const-
ruction industry emplovs a
workforee of nearly &2 mil-
lion and its market size is
worth about Rs 2.48 lakh cro-
re. It is the second largest
contributer to the GDP after
theagricultural sector

“Constroctionsectoris vi-

ewed as a service industry: It
generates substantial emplo-
yment and provides growth
impetus to other manufactu-
ring sectors like cement, bitu-
men, iron and steel, chemi-
cals, bricks, paints, tiles ete
whose combined value is Rs
1.92 lakh crore annually The
construction equipment mar-
ket is valued at Rs 1.05 lakh
crore,” CIDC said.

Independent sources cited
by the counsel claimed that
construction activities cont-
ributed to air pollution thro-
ugh land clearing, operation
of diesel engines, demolition,
burning and working with
toxic materials.

All construction sites ge-
nerate high levels of dust (ty-
pically from concrete, ce-
ment, wood, stone, silica) apd
this could carry for large dis-
tances over a long period of ti-
me. Construction dust is clas-
sified as PMI10—particulate
matterless than 10 micronsin
diameter, invisible to the na-
ked eye, the counsel had said.
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Trucks carrying
perishables need

not pay ECC

LET DELH| BREATHE

Continued from P1

;v onfirmingabanonreg:
{ istration of new high-
. end diesel cars in NCR
till March &1, a Supreme Court
bench on Wednesday said,
“Thereisnoreason why regis-
tration of private cars and
SUVs using diesel with an en-
gine capacity of 2,000cc and
above should not be banned
up to March 31, 2016. Diesel ve-
hicles of 2000cc and above
and SUVs are generally used
by more affluent sections of
oursocietyvand, becauseofthe
higher engine capacity are
more prone to cause higher
levels of pollution. A ban on
registration of such vehicles
will not affect the comimon
man or theaverage citizen.”

Towvota Motors sought ex-
emption for its popular Inng-
va model from the rigonr of
the ban saying it was a “pec-
ple's car”. But the bench de-
clined the request on learning
that it had an engine capacity
of more than 2,000cc. This
means high-end Toxury se-
dans and SUVs running on
diesel would not be registered
inDelhi, Gurgaon, Faridabad,
Ghaziabad, Noida and other
smaller cities falling within
the NCR till March 3L

The court fixed January 5
for hearing parties, including
amicus curiae Harish Salve,
to fix the guantum of pollo-
tion tax to be levied on diesel
cars with engine capacity of
less than 2,000cc.

Thebench banned entry of
trucks into Delhi which used
the city as a transit route for
reaching destinations in oth-

er states by crdering anthor-
ities toblock theirentryat two
major points - Kundli border
on NH-1and Rajokri on NH-B.
It allowed entry of trucks
carrying goods for Delhi with
a rider — these should not be
more than 10 vears old. Those
which Mulfil this condition wo-
uld be allowed entry on pay-
mentof environmental comp-
ensation cess of Rs 1,400 (for
light commercial vehicles)
and Rs 2,600 (for big trucks),

SC fixed January 5

for hearing parties to
fix the quantum of
pollution tax to be
levied on diesel cars

with engine capacity
of less than 2,000cc

which is double the ECC im-
posed by the SCon October 9.

Trucks carrving food arti-
cles, vegetables and essential
commodities would be ex-
empt from ECC but these
mustnot bemorethan10years
old. Nearly 40,000 trucks enter
Delhi daily and the two major
entry points account for T0%
of the total.

“We direct that (truck)
traffic from these two entry
points shall be diverted to by-
pass Delhithrough such alter-
native rontes as the trans-
porifiraffic departments of
the governments concerned
may stipulate,” the bench
said, The orders will come in-
to effect immediately as the
SC did not fix any date for im-
plementationof its order

SCrulinga
leap for Delhi
in emission
fight: Activists

Ties News NeTwoas

New Delhi: Environmental ac-
tivists and researchers have
welcomed the Supreme Court's
judgment of notregistering die-
so] 5UVs in NCR, barring entry
of pre-BS I trucks in Delhiand
mandatingall taxistoconvertio
CNG among other important
orders on the issue Centre for
Science and Environment
(CSE) said “Delhi took a leapin
cutting toxic diesel emissions
withtheorder"”

“These steps are expected to
catalyse long-term solutions to
clean up the aic This winter
Delhi has already experienced
rapid increase in pollution -
PM25 levels have remained
three tofour times the standard.
On smoggy days, the level can
g0 up to six to seven times the
standards. The Chief Justice
bench has taken strong noticeof
the evidences of health impacts
which indicate that the lungs of
every third child is impaired,”
said Sunita Narain, director ge-
neralof CSE.

They referred to IIT Kan-
pur'’s draft study on pollution
gources in Delhi which found
that diesel cars, that are a quar-
terof all cars in the city, are re-
sponsible for 80 % to 70% of
PM2.5 emissions from vehicu-
lar sector in thecity

“By barring the luxury die-
sel sepment, SC has established
a critical prineiple that diesel
taxed low for poor farmers and
freightcannot by misutilised by
the rich car owners for luxury
consumption and add to pollu-
tiom, " the CSE statement said.

When a similar major stra-
tegy was implemented with in-
troduction of CNG for public
transport in December 2002,
PM levels tapered off between
2003 and 3006.

Ashwani Kumar, environ-
mentsecretary of Delhigovern-
ment, too said the order on rest-
ricting BS I and BS T trucks is
likely to havea major impacton
Delhi'sain

Amit Bhatt, strategy head,
urban transport at Embarg sa-
i, “The two good things that ha-
ve happened is that a clear link
between transport emissions
and air pollution has been es-
tablished, and people have star-
ted demanding clean fuel now.”




