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FROM KITCHEN TO THE DUMPYRRB»

Effective segregation at source, in transit and during disposal will mean only 20% nfr&h.lsa
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EQUIPMENT WITH MCD

Wheel
Dumnpers Tractors Auto  JCB Manual
South MCD 164 34 256 30 1154 2823
North MCD 40 0 258 12 1500 5000
East MCD 122 0 302 10 500 3000
THE FOUR LANDFILLS
NARELA-BAWAN/ EHALASWA
150 acres 40 acres
Under north civic bo Commissionad in 1993, the
the landfill has amplé landfill under north bedy
space because it has exhausted its lifespan.

Pumping continues
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East corporation

diumping at three landfill sites of the
Gapﬁalhs&mtmhhdtﬂth&m
tion of groundwater quality in the neigh-
bourhood areas but also raised the fear of
explosionaf the acommnlated methane gas,

However, these are not proper landfill
sitesas waste is dumped crudely here. The
squeszing of waste itsslf poses a threat
to the surrounding solid structure of the
landfill,” Ganrav Bansal, whohas submit-
‘tixd the petition on behalf of the NGO, said.

-Another key environmental problem
1s groundwater pollution from leachates
{theTliguid that drafns from a landfill) The
majorproblem cansed by landfill leachates
is theleakage of alargenumber of foxins
into fresh water waterways.

A2 report by Hazard Centre, a Delhi-
based NGO, and Bhalswa Lok Shakti
Mamh.ammtal Dissalved Solids way
above permissible lhuﬂsmwatﬂrfmm
humlipumpanmrthelandfm
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problems.” the study notes.

‘The Achan landfill at Srinagar in
Jammu and Kashmir can show Delhi
the way. The local cﬁ; body Iswm‘l%?g
towards converting dummrardm a
mphﬂyﬁdmﬂﬁem "mm
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NEW DELHI: Ragpickers say they often see
flames in the reeking hieaps of garbage at
the Ghazipur landfill site, “Flames erupting

 become 8 common

ragpicker ]

The flames Amar refers to, cor:
poration officials say, are caused by
methane gas released at the landfill.
“The garbage at these sites is around
25 years old. As it decomposes, vari-
ous greenhouse gases come out,” said

official.

in 1384, is crammed with abont 50 lakh
tonnes of garbage. The mess stands asa
moumtainatleast 25 metres tall —roughly
the size of a 10-storey building.
nmﬂhbelﬂmatrmﬂutitmpuaed
that limit 10 years
mmmmm&m
fire as methane that is released isa highly

amidst the garbage, it releases pollutants
which don't degrade withtime and enter the
food chain. Thiscn lead tocances disorders
of the heartand reproductive system, and
skin diseases,

Meamwhile, officials claim to have begun
measures to trap this methane and ose it
for power generation through a waste-to-
EDETEY

on trial basis with GAIL. This(Ghazipur)
area has been covered with a green layer
and 20-0dd pipes are sucking out the gas
trapped inside at the rate of 150200 cubio
metres per hour Out of the gases sucked
out, 25% i3 methane,” said a municipal
official.

He said attempts were on to repli-
cate the move in other landfills as well
Currently, NCR has three other such sites
at Bhalaswa, Okhla and Narela-Bawana.
And all of them pose equal threat to the
VAT bmﬂll. ﬁ&rm

A tale of contaminated water, diseases & stink

MICHAELGREENSTONE, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

‘Pollution problem acute in Delhi’

tolauneh a competition
focused on'Improving air
and water guality in Delhi
by soliciting grassroots
ideas from across the
country. The Urban Labs
Inmovation Challenge: Delhi
will award up to %2 crore in
funding to the most promis-
ing solutions,

Michael Greenstone,
director of the Energy
Policy Institute and Urban
Labs Energy & Environment
Lab at the University of
Chicago, who is in Delh
for the launch, spoke to HT
about how the competition
will help spark change,

Is this the first time you have
mmmnumﬁmwiﬁ
of an initiative?

This is the first time we are
stepping outsides US with
this innovation challenge. In
Chicago, we just completed
asimilar project on how to

help low-income households
CONServe energy

Why was Delhi chosen?
Energy and environment
problems, when one looks
across the globe, is especial-
ly acute in Delhi. We found
A Very progressive govern-
ment partner and it seemed
like a perfect match.

How bad is pollution in Delhi?
It is a great challenge, It is
causing elevated rates of
morbidity and likely redue-

What can be a possible
solution?

Air pollution problems in
Delhi are not dissimilar to
the problems in the US in
60s and 70s and Japan in

60s and T0s. They can't be
solved overnight. There is
carousel of solu-
tions that go
around and

come in and
out of favour.
Unless, ideas
and potential
solutions are
tested, we will
never know.:




