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Life expectancy drops 6 yrs in
Delhi due to pollution: Study

Most Premature
Deaths Due To
PM25InUP

Meenakshl.Rohatgl
@Etimesgroup.com

Pune: Dalhi might be paying
thestegpest pricefor itsair pol-
lution with life expectancy
dropping by 6.4 vears while Ut-
tar Pradesh and Maharashtra
are likely to account for the
highest number of premature
deaths in India, a study by the
Indian Institute of Tropical

- § Meteorology has revealed.

Conducted by ITTM scien-

: tistsincollaborationwiththe
: National Centre for Atmosp-
i hericResearch(NCAR), Colo-
i rado, the study is likely to
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1n 2011, 15% of

deaths linked
to pollution
were in UP

Continued from P 1

ife expectancy in Maha-
rashira dropped by 3.3
L vears due to exposure to
pollution, according to a
siudy. The report, titled ‘Pro-
mature Mortalities due to
BMZ2.5 (finer particulate mat-
ter)and Ozone Exposure in In-
dia’, states that Maharashtra
recorded 10% of the country’s
deaths due to pollution with
UP toppingat around 15%.

IUTM scientist Sachin
Ghude, who was involved in the
study, said, “Although these re-
sultsarein linewithother glob-
al estimates, such as the World
Health Organization (WHO)
and the Global Burden of Dis-
eases (GBD), there's no physi-
cal way to tell who has actually
been killed by air pollution.™

Ghude added, “The meth-
ods nsed in this study rely on
statistical algorithms to con-
struct estimates about a pop-
ulations response to pollu-
tion exposure using previous
conerete observations on pol-
Iution and public health.

“The problem is that most
of these observational studies
have taken place in regions
with comparatively low pollu-
tion levels, such as Europe or
the US, and we don’t have any
epidemiological studies in In-
dia that look at the long-term
effectzof air pollution onmor-
tality," Ghudeadded.

West Bengal(9%:)and Bihar
(89%) follow Maharashtra. Oth-
er states with high premature
mortalities due to PM25 are
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Gujarat, Earnataka, Madhva
Pradesh, Orissa and Rajas-
than, which collectively ac-
count for 32% of the country-
wide premature mortalities.

The research also caleu-
lates mortalities due to expo-
sure to harmiul ozone (O3 pol-
lution, where Maharashira
stands fourth with 7% of the
countiy’s deaths after TP
(18%), Bihar (11%) and West
Bengal (9.5% ). Thereport cites
PM2.5, which experts say is
mostly emitted by vehicles, as
the eause for chronic pulmo-
nary diseases.



