India racing ahead of China
when it comes to pollution

15 Of 17 Cities Under Pollution Watch Have Poor Air Quality: Data
POLLUTION INDEX

Tirmes News NETwonk

New Delhi: An evaluation of the Na-
{tional Air Quality Index (NAQI) data
ymaintained by the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCE) released on Tues-
_day hasrevealed thatasmanyas 15outof
*17 cities that are being monitored fail to

meet the ambient air quality standard
by a considerable margin. The evalua-
tion, done by Greenpeace India, also
found that infrastructure to monitor air
pollution is abysmal in India despite
such severe levels of pollution.

For instance, compared to an average
of four real-time air quality monitoring
stations inall bigcities in the US, around
five stations in major European cities
and eight in major Chinese cities, India
has an average of just2.5stations across
the 17 cities that are being monitored.

The evaluation also found Lucknow,
Ahmedabad, Jaipurand Faridabad among
many others tobe extremely polluted — be-
tween Julyand Novemberfor instance, Jai-

; pur was below the desired air quality stan-
{ dard on 100 of days, Delhion93% of days,

Faridabad on69% Patnaon98% of days.
| India started issuing AQI from

March last year. Several pollutants like

PM 2.5, C0, ozone, NOzand SOzare mon-

Violations of Air Quality standards
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itored as partof the AQL

“As the political capital, the bad air in
Delhi gets the most attention. But, scratch
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below the murky surface, and vou will find
concentrations of PM2.5 in several other
cities — Lucknow, Ahmedabad, Muzaffar
pur and Faridabad among others — that
would justify the triggering of a‘redalert’,
like Beijing does. Even the government’s
own largely inadequate NAGT data reveals
that 23 of the 32 stations across India are
showing more than 70% exceadance of na-
tional standards,” said Greenpeace India
campaignerSunil Dahiva.

He added, “The NAGIL, in its present
form, fails to acknowledge the scale of
the problem. Data is only available in 17
cities, which isashockingly low number
considering the size of our country”™

The evaluation, that also compa-
res PM 2.5 concentrations between
Jaly to November 2015 among some
Chinese cities and Indian cities mon-
itored by AR, showed most Indian ci-
ties to have exceeded China'slevels.

CPCB officials said they haven't seen
the evaluation by Greenpeace India vet
but cldimed that air pollution in Delhi is
strongly influenced by meteorology “For
about 50 davsin a vear Delhi has good air
quality and about 27% of ‘the vear the
conditions are very calm and windless,
accentuating pollution. This is true for
entire northern India,” hesaid.



