If Delhi was Be

jing, it

would shut 29/30 days

HERE'S HOW BEIJING'S
SEVERE IS DELHI'S POOR

Times News NETwoRs

New Delhi: When air pollu-
tion hits a certain danger
mark in Beijing, the govern-
ment issues a red alert that
automatically puts curbs on
factories, construction work
and vehicles, If Delhi had a
similar system, then almost
right through November, the
stipulation on cars with odd-
and even-numbered license
plate using the roads on al-
ternate dayvs would have
been in force. Schools and
factories would also have re-
mained shut for the entire
month.

According to an analysis
by Greenpeace India and
East Asia, on 28 out of No-
vember's 30 days, the quality
of air in Delhi was so poor
that a smog alert should ac-
tually have been declared, as
in Beijing, and emergency
measures imposed to bring
the severity down. Green-
peace  extrapolated data
from the Central Pollution
Control Board's air quality
index (AQI) to identify the
days in MNovember that
breached the benchmark for
a pollution alert under the
Chinese system.

In the 91 days between

China's worst grade air, ‘severely polluted”, is
triggered at an AQI value of 300, If it persists for
three days, a red alert is sounded. In India, AQI
at 300 is only *poor’, the third worst
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Agra 30
Ahmedabad 5 7
Delhi 29 30
Faridabad 21 30
Jaipur 10 11
Kanpur 21 30
Lucknow 29 30
Mumbai 0 30
Muzaffarpur 26 30
Patna 22 26
Pune 11 30
Varanasi 23 30

Source: Greanpeace India/East Asia

September and November,
Delhi hit the red mark as
many as33 times. Inthesame
period, Lucknow had 40 poor
days. “The problem is not
limited to Delhi, as several
other cities across North In-
dia faced similarly high lev-
els of pollution,” said the
Greenpeace statement on
Thursday

According to the organi-
zation, ared alert is sounded
in Beijing when there is the
likelihood that an ARI of
200—which indicates the
presence intheair of around

POLES APART

350 microgram per cubic
metre of PMI10 (coarse pollu-
tion particles)—will linger
on for more than three con-
secutive days, In the Indian
AQI system,. such a level
would be reached at a score
of 300,

Beijing counters pollu-
tion at four levels, red being
the most dangerous. At that
point, power plants are di-
rected to cut emissions, fac-
toriesareshut down,schools
are closed and only odd- or
even-numbered cars are al-
lowed to ply on alternate
days to take half the vehicu-

jar population off the roads.

“Beijing issued its first
formal red alert on Decem-
ber 8 ontailing very strict
measures o ecurtail pollu-
tion emissions from facto-
ries, vehicles, construction
and other activities, as well
as closing down schools to
protectstudents,” said Lauri
Myllyvirta, Global Cam-
paigner, Greenpeace East
Asia.

Myllyvirta said these
measures helped mitigate
the impact of the event. In
the threedays after the alert,
the Chinese capital's air
quality has improved dra-
matically, according to resi-
dents and government spo-
kespeople there.

The China Environment
Protection Bureau reported
anairquality indexof 27at9
pm on Thursday. The AGI
was less than 100 for most of
the day after hovering
around a whopping 300 on
Wednesday.

In Delhi, Thursday's AQI
was 350, which is defined as
“very poor” under the Indi-
an AQI system. The AQI at
RE Puram at 9 pm was 426
{severe), while that at pollu-
tion hotspot Anand Vihar
was identical at 426.



