Govt turns to aam aadmi to fight war on pollution
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New Delhi: The next time you
sop a vehicle belching out toxic
smoke in the city you may be
able to get it challaned. One of
the highlights of the Delhi go-
vernment’s 13-point agenda to
deal with air pollution was
crowdsourcing of complaints
against visibly polluting vehi-
cles. The Swachh Delhi App
has already started receiving
such complaints that are being
forwarded to the transport de-
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partment, said govermment of-
ficials. But transport depart-
ment sources claim that guide-
lines on how to deal with such
complaints havenot been fram-
edyet.

According to the sources, a
misging link in the entire pro-
cess is the lack of clarity about
norms for vehicles coming
from other states. For the ones
plving in Delhi, the prelimina-
v plan is to send a notice and
thenchallan the polluting vehi-
cles, Complaints against visib-

Iy polluting industries can also
be made on the app. These will
then be forwarded to Delhi Pal-
lation Control Committee.

Spotting visibly poliuting
vehicles to ensure emission
compliance is a tried-and-tes-
ted strategy in many countries
simply because it instilsfearin
those who have flouted pollu-
tion norms or have been dri-
ving without a valid PUC certi-
ficate. According to Internatio-
nal Council on Clean Trans-
partation (ICCT), in Beijing
“spot checks and public spotter
programmes are used to test
onroad vehicles with high
emission potential or those
that visibly emit black smoke”.
Local authorities there create
checkpoints by the roadside or
in parking lots and conduet
emission tests,

They also encourage citi-
#ens to voluntarily report the
licence plate numbers of smo-
kv vehicles. Even financial in-
centives are given tospottersin

Delhi rnment proposes to clamp down on
smhﬂﬁanaﬁngvehhﬂamme lines of measures
initiated by Hong Kong some 25 years ago
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some places, In Hong Komg, the
government claims that there
is a50% reduction insmoky ve-
hicles since the strategy was
implemented in 1983, Volunte-
ers have tojoin a training cour-

seoffered by the Hong Kong ad-
ministration in spotting pollu-
ting vehicles. The training in-
cludes identifying wvehicle
classes, visual assessment of
smoke levels, etc.

Delhi doesn't have such ad-
vancad testing mechanism but
officials in the transport de-
partment said there are legal
provisions to fine polluting ve-
hicles under the Motor Vehicle

Act. Anumita Roychowdhury
head of CSE's clean air campa-
ign, said a Hong Kongtvpe
spotting programime can be ve-
ry effective. “In any case, smo-
kv vehicles should be flagsed
and tested. We have more than
500 PUC centres, then why
can’t it be done? If thereisregu-
larchecking, thefear of getting
caught will be instilled.”

Amit Bhatt, strategy head,
integrated urhan transport at
Embarg, said most smoky ve-
hiclesareaither old diesel vehi-
cles or commercial vehicles,
“When a challan i3 sent to the
owner of a vehicle emitting
smoke, his‘her address may
have changed. The challans
will keep accumulating until
the owner tries 1o 5ell the vehi-
cle. That's when these challans
will be settled. Often people
don't even sell these vehicles,
Sp, the Delhi government ne-
edsiodevisesomeother way of
challaning visibly polluting ve-
hicles,” said Bhatt.
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