Cityislikea Bad air: Delhi races ahead of Beijing
gas chamber: '
High court
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New Delhi: Alarmed at the
current air pollution levels in
the city, the Delhi high court
on Thursday termed it like 1i-
ving “in a gas chamber” and
demanded an immediate ac-
tion plan firom the Centreand
the state government to com-
bat deteriorating air quality,
Zeroing in on emissions
by vehicles and construction-
related particulates as key
pollutants in the capital, a
benchof Justices B D Ahmed

The high court has given
the Centre and the

Delhi government till
December 21 to enlist
the steps being taken to
tackle air pollution in
the capital

and Sanjeev Sachdeva orde-
red a clampdown on both, as-
king the government agenci-
es5to take steps,

“The level of PM235 has
crossed levelof 60, still the go-
vernment hasn't done anyt-
hing!” the court said, dismis-
sing the plans filed by the en-
vironment ministry and the
Dethi government as “non-
comprehensive’,

The governments have be-
en given time till December 21
to enlist the steps. Referring
to dust particles floating due

to constructicn activities, the
court said the civic apencies

Govts Told To Act Immgdiately

LET DELM) BREATHE

and the state government
mustensurethat noconstrue-
tion takes place without ta-
king care of minimal genera-
tionof pollutants.

The high 0court also took
a serious view of extrome air
pollution being caused by un-
resirained burning of rash
and leaves in the city and the
adjoining areas. It asked the
Delhi government to ask all
subdivisional magistrates to
get cracking against the of-
fenders. The povernment
must widely publicise that
such practices are prohibi-
ted, itadded.

Turning to a status report
by traffic police identifving 14
choke points leading to cong-
estionandidling vehicles, the
court said more personnel co-
uld be deployed, besides put-
ting up plastic bollards, to
sepregate carriageways and
regulate flow of traffic.

The judges also told the
traffic police to book those
violating vellow lines and
don’t adhere to lane driving.
“Publicise (that) there would
be strict action and fines
for = violations” it said
while hearingasuomotucase
on increasing air pollution in
Delhi. In certain areas, the
traffic police can install auto-
matic synchronised traffic
light changing svstem to di-
acipline flow of vehicles, it
added.

The bench further expres-
sed concern over the plight of
traffic constables manning
lanes, saving the force must
provide proper protective ge-
ar, including masks, to its par-
sonnel.

With regard to the poor air
guality on the Delhi high co-
urt premises, thebenchdirec-
ted the regisiry to ensure that
air purifiers are put up wit-
hin two weeks in each
courtroom as well as public
BCCE5S5 areds,

ce 2010, largely due to the hor-

rendous smog episode that
the city just experienced. Ho-
wever, even after that, 2015 is

© on track to be by far the best
i year on record,” said Lauri

Myllyvirta, global campaig-
ner; coal at Greenpeace, “This
reduction is not happening

only in Beijing but all across
i eastern and central China,
: and it can be verified from

NASA satellite imagervalong

{ withofficial data.”

Other Chinese cities have

¢ alsoshown improvement, say
i activists. A Greenpeace East
i Asiaanalysisof dats from 560
i Chinese cities released last
: year reveals “modest” air qu-
:  ality improvements in coastal
; regions and cities such as Be-

ijing over 12 months. Even the
industrialised Hebei provin-

ce, just outside Beijing, has

improved by 31%.
“Our analvsis shows that

: thegovernment’s strict pollu-

tion control measures are
working,” said Zhang Kai, cli-

: mateand energy campaigner
at Greenpeace East Asia.

Ontheother hand, DPCC's

average PM2.5 data for winter

months in Delhi shows no im-
provement whatsoever, DPCC
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Severe pollution his un
dermined public health in
bothcities and reduced Hieex
pectancy.

C. Arden Pope 11, Mary
Loun Fulton Professor of Eoo
nomics at Brigham Young
University, told 1O “Thi is
timates are that Hving in o
highly polluted city such os
New Delhi results in an estl
mated loss of life expectancy
of about three years.”

In an article about Ching
published Iast year, He and Dy
Doug Dockery at Huvary!
School of Public Health, hat
said lfe-time exposuee to am
bient air pollution in a cit
like Betiing may also result i
anestimated lossof Hifecspe
tancy of approximately thre
YOS,



