Pollution High In Neighbouring
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dabad, have heavily polluting
industries.

The level of PM2.5 (fine, re-
gpirable pollution particles) in
Moidahasbeen2-4timesthena-
tional safiestandard for thepast

seven days. Faridabad’s air qu-
ality has been hovering betwe-
en “very poor” and “severe”
since thestart of winten
Experts say Delhi cannot
cleanup its air in isolation and
a composite is neaded
for the MCR ‘airshed’ (a region
with consistent atmospheric
traits) becanse poliution in one
MNCR town impacts air guality
intheothers. They recommend
real-time monitoring stations
inall the satellite towns for cla-

City can’t breathe easy if satellites choke
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rity aboutair quality. Gurgaon
and Ghaziabad do not have a
single antomatic real-time air
quality monitoring station.

“There are multiple sour-
ces of pollution in the NCR, in-
cluding industries, brick kilns,
vehicles, ete, that need to be
addressed in tandem.” said
Anumita Rovchowdhury head
of Centrefor Science and Envi-
ronments (CSE) Clean Air
campaign

UP Pollution Control Board
does not monitor even the
PM25 levels in Ghaziabad. It
publishes only the monthly av-
erages for P10 (coarse polln-
tion particles). S02andNO2.In
Detober, the monthly PMI0 av-
erage was 275 micrograms per
cubic metre when the 24-hour
standard isonly 100ug/m3.

Ghaziabad is the second-
maost poliuted industrial elust-
er in India after Vapi in Gujar-
at, as perlatest Comprehensive
Environmental Pollution In-
dex scores compiled in 2003

L

CSE's analysis of Gurgac-
nsvehicular pollution shows it
1,000 persons, compared with
120 in Dethi. “Taffic could bea
huge contributor in Gurgaon
and Noida because we also

chowdhury There are just 0.6
buses per 5,000 persons in the
NCR, as against the UN stan-
dard of six buses. :
Gufran Beig, project direc-
tor with SAFAR who has been
following the air quality data
for Moida, said, “Their(NCR to-
wns) levels are consistently hi-
gh, sometimes higher than Del-
hi's. T think long range trans-
part of pollutants has a role to
play in Noida." Satellite-based
studies by University of Miami
and Nasa found the air guality
onthe borders of Guigaon, No-
jdaand Faridabaddeteriorated
significantly after 2002,
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The Central Pollution Control Board doesn't conduct any real-time air quality monitoring in
Gurgaon and Noida. The closest station that issues the air quality index {AQI) for Gurgaon
continuously is Faridabad. There is no AQI available for Noida, but SAFAR under the ministry
of earth sciences monitors the PM 2.5 concentration there
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Capital has another bad-air day

Tines News NeTwork

metres in Punjabi Bagh and

New Delhi: Beijings air
quality fiell o the warst cate-
gory on itsair quality index
(AQDon Tuesday and the red
alert system kicked in. Del-
hi's air quality too remained
“yRry poor’.

In Beiljing, schools were
closed, vehiclemovement re-
stricted and hundreds of
construction sites and facto-
ries were shut down.

In Delhi, which doesn't
haveasmogalertsystemyet,
the AQI since December 1
hasbeen wellabove30datthe
‘very poor’level, with PM2.5
(fine, respirable pollution
particles) and PMIO0 (coarse
pollution particles) as the
lead pollutants.

The only day the AQI fell
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to271was on December 6. air quality monitoring by

Environmentalists Dethi  Pollution Control
hoped that the odd-even for- Committee (DPCC) showed
mula for cars for 16 days peaks as high as 407 micro-
starting January 1 may give  grams per cubic metres for
afairideaof how effectiveit PM2.5 in Punjabi Bagh, 373
is in dealing with severe pol-  in Mandir Marg and 541 in

lution episodes like the cur-
rent levels.
On Tuesday, thereal-time

Anand Vihar around S8pm.
Butlevels alsodipped to T to
90 micrograms per cubic

Mandir Marg in the after-
noorL.

“In the next three days,
the PM25 concentrations
arelikelytobeintherangeof
190 micrograms per cubic
metres to 200 micrograms
percubicmetres after which
a cold wave is likely, But it is
too early to predict the air
quality during the cold
wave” said Gufran Beig,
project director, SAFAR un-
der ministry of earth seci-
ences (MoES)

He added, “I think the
PM2.5 levels are high beca-
use.of long range fransport
of pollution particles from
neighbouringaveas. Itisstill
relatively warmsoitsnotthe
low boundary laver which is
causing the problem™.



