New low: Air quality worse than Diwali day

After A Brief Respite, Pollution In Capital At Its Most ‘Severe’ In 2015

Times News Nerwork

New Delhi: After several da-
vz of slightly better air quali-
ty in the city, pollution levels
have started rising alarming-
Iy firom Tuesday onwards.

According to Syvstem of
Alr Quality and Weather Fo-
recasting and Research (SA-
FAR) under the ministry of
earth sciences (MoES), Dethi
on Wednesday recorded the
worst air quality in 2015 with
an AQJ of 442 for PM 2.5 (fine,
respirable pollution parti-
cles). The average PN 2.5 con-
centrations were even higher
than the Diwali day, at 295 mi-
crograms per cubic metres,
whichisaboutstimesthesafe
standard.

The AT bar turned adark
maroon indicating “severe™
pollution from red or “very
poor” level on Tuesday. Cen-
tral Pollution Control Bo-
ard’s Al alsoshowed air qua-
lity deteriorating from “po-
or” to “very poor” category
Tuesday onwards with an
AQI of 375 being recorded on
Wednesday Even Delhi Follu-
tion Control Committes’s mo-
nitoring showed a 24-hour av-
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erage PM 2.51evel of about 366
micrograms per cubic metres
in RK Puram and 336 micro-
grams per cubic metres on
Mandir Marg According to
SAFAR, the day after Diwali,
the concentration was 274 mi-
crograms per cubic metres,
which is about 20 micro-
grams per cubic metres lower
than Wednesday's readings.

On the same day last year, the
PM 2.5 concentration was 204
micrograms per cubic metre.

The sudden spike in PM
2.5 levels is mainly due to the
meteorological conditions.
Particles blowing towards
Delhi from the Indo-Gangetic
plains area could also contri-
bute to bad air in the city. “To-
day’sis the highest AQI recor-

ded in 2015 with both PM2.5
and PMI10 reaching the hig-
hest levels. There isamedinom
range transport of pollutants
from IGP area, which isalrea-
dy much pollated. The upper
part of the boundary layer
brings polluted air that gets
settled elose to the surface in
Delhi. The IGP regions inclu-
de Kanpur, Varanasi, Luck-

now, Patna and others that ha-
vealso showna jumpin pollu-
tion in the past few vears,” sa-
id Gufran Beig, project
director, SAFAR.

He said one reason for the
increase in pollution could be
large-scale hiomass burning
by peaple to fight cold in these
regions.

On Tuesday at Hipm, PM
2.5 levels peaked to 522 micro-
grams per cubic metres, abo-
ut1d timesthe standad.

Anumita Roychowdhury
head of CSE’s clean air cam-
paign said this is exactly why
pollution emergency measu-
resarereguived in Delhi. *So-
me days will be poor while so-
me severs when the meteoro-
logical conditions turn hosti-
le even as the overall levels
continue to remain high.
Delhi will be experimenting
with an emergency measura
for the first time with odd-
even car days, but if toomany
categories of people are ex-
empted, it will not work,”
shesaid.

Theforecastby SAFAR for
the next two days is “severe”
on December 24 and “very po-
or” on the Christmas day.
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Mornmg fog may hit flight movement

Mew Delhi: Delhi witnessed a
cloudy Wednesday because of
which the maximum tempera-
ture fell to 19.2 degrees Celsius,
two degrees below normal
Dense fog was reported at the
IGI Airport from 5.30am to9am
during which visibility drop-
ped to 100m. The fog was even-
tually replaced with smog,
which kept the visibility low
for the entive day

“There was a light wind
over Delhi from 2pm to mid-
night on Tuesday and local mo-
isture accumulation accompa-
nied by a high content of pollu-
tion, which resulted in the den-
o faa o Wednesday morning.

LET DEL BREATHE

Even though fog had lifted by
Sam, visibility remained below
1.200m for most part of the day
due todense Smoe.
The ioe zpell is likely to in-

tensify on Wednesday night,
bringing the visibility below
Sim on Thursday morning,
which may affect flight move-
ment. However the spell mav

WEATHER

Max19.3°C/ Min 6.57C
Moonrise: Thursday-4.45pm
Moponsel: Friday-6.3%am
Sunset: Thursday-5.31pm
Sunrise: Friday-T.11am
Mainly clear sky, Maximum & minimum
tempenatures on Tharsday will be around
2070 & 65, Max humidity on'Wednesday
was 97 % and minimiam was 63%

not last long as strong winds
are likely to pick up from
Thursday afternoon or Friday
morning.” said R K Jenamani,
director in-charge, IGI Met,
The city recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 6.5degre-
3 Celsins, one degree below
normal and humidity levels of
£3% to 97%. The Met depari-
ment =said that no simificant

change was expected in mini-
mum temperatures over the
plains of northwest India in
the next two days. Shallow to
moderate fog is expected over
izplated places in Punjab, Hary-
ana, Delhi, UE, and north Ra-
jasthan in the morning hours
during next two davs.

“The partly cloudy sky is
likely to become clear from
Thursday: Shallow to moderate

fog may occur at many places,

with dense fog at isolated pla-
ces in next 24 hours and there-
after, shallow to moderate fog
will occur in the morning ho-
urs. A fresh western disturban-
ce is expected to affiect the wes-
tern Himalayan region from
December 26, said an official.

Two-wheelers exempt? Final
word on odd-even plan today
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New Delhi: The Delhi go-
vernment will unveil its final
plans for implementation of
the odd-even numberplate
proposal to veduce vehicular
congestion on Thursday, It is
expocted that two-wheelers,
women, differently-abled peo-
ple and Union ministers will
get an exemption based on an
advisory sent by the ministry
of home affairs to the state go-
vernment.

Ministers held meetings
late into Wednesday night to
finalise the plan, which is
scheduled to bemade publicat
1am on Thursday. “There will
becertain exemptions and the
government will incorporate
an advisory sent by MHA for
this," a source confirmed.

The odd-even formula was
proposed by the government
as a mechanism to reduce air
pollution in Dethi. It will be
implemented on & trial basis
from January 1 to 15 during
which timeodd number priva-
te cars will be allowed to ply
onodddays, likeJanuary1,3,5
etc. Those with numberplates
~ TRIAL & ERROR
endinginaneven numberwill
ply on January 2.4, Gete. Chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal, in
aletter written to Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi recently,
gaid that if the trial was sue-
pessful, the government wo-
uld continue to use it as an
emergency measure on days

when pollution levels touch
alarmingly high levels,

AT 374, AQI WORST IN 2015

If the past few days of clear air gave hope, it surely was
afahedawu AQI levels rose almost 100 points in 3 days
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Soairce: Central Pollution Control Board
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Flouting the rule will be a
punishable offence though it
isnotclear vetunder whatlaw
the government hopes to pe-
nalise defaulters. The plan
will also be implemented only
between 8am and 8pm while
Sundays will be free forall.

The government is ma-
king massive arrangements
{0 avgment public transport
for this period, from hiring
additional buses to increa-
sing operation hours for auto
drivers.

The government has si-
multaneously released a 12-
pointagenda toreduce air pol-
Iution levels in the national
capital that include shutting
down of coal-based power
plants, greening of central
verges and roadsides, mecha-
nical sweeping of roads, etc.
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