Dirty flows your drnkmg water

WHAT ARE YOU DRINKING? Apart from inequitable
supply, quality is a major problem in many areas, mostly
in colonies dependent on contaminated ground water

NEW DELHE For vast swathes of Delhi,
geiting little or no water is a major
iggiee, And for those who get tha prechous
resouroe, the quality of water becomes
a talking point.

Shubham Gupta, 22, a resident of
Mew Ashok Magar ineast Delhi, had to
change his house overnight because the
water that he had been receiving was so
contaminated that it became difficalt to
even hear its smell,

“Thadn't taken bath for a weak bt ome
day I got a call firom a firiend who was plan-
ning a visit to my house. I felt it would

be embarrassing if he sees

the water supplied by the water utility
"The water we supply meets prescribed
BIS standards. DJB has a fully estab-
lished and independent water guality
wing headed by a director. More than
5,000 water samples are tested by this
wing every month and the percentage
of samples not meefing the prescribed
standards remain within the permis-
sible limit of 5%, Yadawv said.

Then there are vast areas out of the
piped water network where water is
illegally drawn from the ground; where
watar is contaminated becatse of vari-
ous reasons such as polluting indusiries
— areas where people are at a high risk
of contamination and poisoning.

“In areas where thene is no piped water
supply firom the DJB, people tend to draw
ground water with the help of hand

Contaminants and their Contaminated water is  pumps from upper shallow aquifers. The
effect on the health a major cause of health- DJB surveys such areas and paint hand
of hamans related problems, espe- pumps in red where water i not found

clally in onplanned colo-

nies, While some spend a
chunk of their inoome on buying botiled
drinking water, the mounting medical
bills dent the monthly budget of others.

Be it urban slum sprawls like Sangam
Vihar or the upper middle-class areas
of Lajpat Magar or government colonies
like RK Puram, stinking and dirty water
is a common thread that binds them all.

In places like Sangam Vihar, it is a
double whammy - filthy water unfit for
drinking once in 20 days is all they get.

“We don't have any option bat to store
water. But the quality is so0 bad that it
starts smelling in a day,” Khurshida
Banu, 49, who lives in Sangam Vihar, sadd.

Delhi Jal Board CED 55 Yadav
claimed there was no problem with

b0 be f1t for vse. DJB installs tube wells
at places where ground water is fit for
drinking purposes,” the DJB CED said.

The 1,000-0dd water bodies — includ-
ing village ponds, marshes, lakes and
step wells — that have the capac-
ity to recharge groundwater are being
encroachment upon and getting con-
taminated, say activists.

“With heavy pollution, construction in
catchment areas and encroachrment, most
water bodies that were part of Delhiites’
Tivess till the 1990s are now history ™ activist
Virsod Kvmar Jain, whobhas filed a petition
in the National Green Tribunal against
encroachment around water bodies.

The health of its water bodies is
crucial for Delhi — a water-scarce clty
dependent on supply from nearby states.
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o open drains.
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